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THE PRO-SLAVERY REBELLION.

FROM WASHINGTON.

FRAUD AND TREABON.
SEPCUTIVE IMPRECILITY—GOLUEN CIRCLE—OLD
MEN'S CORVOCATION — OBSTRUCTION  TO
LEGISLATION—TIHE PROPOSED TARIFF AND
LOAN,

W Out Bpecial Correspondent.
;v.:nmnww. Thursday, Feb. 14, 1861,

Yhe experience of the country ix showing that
8 is vory pecessary to have a President who is
guething more than & bag of straw. Gen,
Jackson advised Mr. Polk not to take Mr.
Puchanan into his Cabinet, as he was unfit for
any such position, He lutle thought the Tennsyl-
wauian would reach the Executive Cbair itself.
Bat he has done po, and we sce the consequences.
¥he Union broken, the suthority of the Govern-
ment defied, the Tressury bankenpt, the public
secnrities plundered, the Mints and Bub-Treasury
wobbed by the very officiale who were set to
gusrd them, the forts and arsenals left to fall
$ute the hands of traitors, treason stalking in the
departments, avd demoralization aud dieentegra-
tion pevetrating the whole structure of the
QGovernment. Never was a more deplorable
spectacle presented to the public gare in any
eountry.

Last of all we have this exposition of the
wublime robbery and fraud in the War Depart-
ment, and the very men implicated in it still re-

promise before they will unbutton. Teabody's
letter should upen their cyes, Mr. Gderman pro-
poscs that the Becretary of the Treasury should
jssue notes of $50 and upward to ereditors,
drawing 6 per cent interest, in preference to
ncoepting bide for a loan at less than par. This
is true ground, The time has come for the Goy-
ernment to show at least a little self-respect. . Mr.
Rimmons justly ridiculed the proposition of Sec-
retary Dix, to get the indorsement of the States
to 8 United States T.oan. The propesition is,
although Mr. Simmons did not say it, jmet calen-
lated to east discredit on Government stocks,
Why should our own Cashier propese to get an in-
dorser for the notes he proposes toemt! What
would be thonglt of the eredit of a bavk that
should propose te issue a circulation on such a
basis ! Mr. Diz has made a msetake, and a very
LTS8 0N J. B P
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FROM SOI I'TH CAROLINA.

PROGRESS, PROGRESS,
From Our Own Correspondent.
CHarvesToN, 8. C., Feb, 12, 1861,
There would reem to be no intention on the

I question of besiegimg Fort Bumter; on the con-
trary, they have at po time been so active as ot
present in preparing Tor that tormidable under-
takieg. Instead of diminishing their arnry, they
ars daily increasing the number of men under
arms.  On Sullpeans, Morris, and James Inlands,
there are rmwng 3,000 soldiers, while in and

foived in service, For it is nnderstood that
Floyd's Assistant Secretary still officiates in that
eapacity. The great question in official circlos
s, what hss become of these millious raised on
Ployd's acceptances? KNobody pretends that
Russell had them sl Tiere must be an im-
mense sum which has beon drained off ivto other
ehanoels, Floyd has been the chiel sgent in evm-

" jmg the Revolutionists, and in farnishing ammu-
mition and military stores to them in enormous
quagtities, He organized his bureaus in the De-
partment 30 as to permit full swing to the trai-
tore., Honest men were displaced to give room
%o agents specially deputed te carry out the mon-
strous scheme of bresking up the Government,
snd surrendering ite fortressea and arsenals, its
treops and its ships, into the bands of the Slave-
halding Rebels.

Caa there be doubt that be furnished money |

also?  Cobb and Thomaa left & million in New-
Orleans to be stolen by the traitors, aod bund-
pods and thousands at otber points which has
shared the same fate, Dut Floyd bae beeo the
ehief agent of all the raseality of the Adminis-
$ration, and though exposed time after time be-
fote now, poor Mr. Buchanan has never, up to
#his time, paid the least attention fo a wsingle
willainy that has been brought to Eght.

It is known that there has been some time on
foot a secret political socicty called the Knights
of the QGolden Circle, whose operstions have
been wostly in the South, and whose objects are
kmown to be to dissolve the Union, bresk up
the Governmert, capture Washiogton, and in-
wade and occupy all Northern Mexico. The
managers of this secret society bave been act-
frely at work all the season, traveling over the
sountry, laying out their plans, perfecting their
srganization, snd preparing for the revolution
mow in progress in the Gulf Btates, An exten-
sive military organizatian of this order exists on
#he frontier of Texas to-day, ready for duty,
“Where bae the mouney come from to sustain thia

exrgacization !

Is it & strained inference that it has come from
#he stolen bonds of the United Btates, and the
proceeds of Floyd's acceptances ! Whoerever the
freason has come to light, it has been traced di.
pootly bsck to the departments, and to the con-
#dontial advisers of the President, Floyd being
e chief. Is it too much to sssume that where

o plot is not yet exposed its ramifications can,

e all traced back to the same center !

The amazing weakuess and imbeoility of a
President that could allow a gigantic scheme of
freason, permeating one balf the eountry, to go
en for years directly under his nose, may well
feach a lesson o the American people in regard
fo their duties in the election of & Chief Magis-
frato.

The old men's conference seem gradually com-
g to the approvel of Crittenden's proposition to
sstablish Slavery throughout the Territories south
of 36° W', Bometimes we Lear it is Guthrie's
proposition, and sowetimes Reverdy Johnson's,
that is in favor, but they are all the same in
snbstance, while differing a litte in torma and
details, But pothing of the sort can get the two-
$hirds of Congress, necessary to give them the
first lift into the Constitution. A Congressional
eompromise is alwsys within reach, at any kind
of a orisis, got up by the politicians, but the ras.
eals are this time after sowething of & more en-
during character. We shall know when they get
& It is to be hoped the old gentlewen will fiud
B oconvenient to go home moon, and leave the
@overnment to the hands of those who are elected
¥ administer it.

Bteps ought to be taken to declare the seats
of the seceding members vacant in both Houses.
The first thing we are likely to know is, when
#he steps are initisted to execute the laws in the
Beath, and put s blockade force, the runaway
members with Toombs at their head, will rush
back into Congresa and interpose legislative ob-
structions, Buch conduet would not be one

whit more andacious than the thousand other
festares of this astounding rebellion,

Mr. Simmons has given a full and intelligent

ion of the new tarifl satisfactory to every-
Bedy but those who do not want to be eatisfied.
The traitore are against it, as they are aguinst
overythiog neceasary to strengtben the military
srm or the finances of the nation. 1t is Jucky
one batch of the seceders are out.  If they bad
all remained, they would have brought the Gov-
ernment to a dead-lock in every branch of the
serviee. Who would wish the scoundrels back
again 1

It was only after great opposition that the
Naval Appropriation bill, providing for some
much peeded iron steamers, was got through the
#enate, It was fiercely opposed by Mason, as it
was by Hunter and others, and voted against by
the Bouthern Benators in & body. It is n palpa-
Blo fact that this Government cannot get through

difficulties before it, exeept by securing the

around the city there are probably not Jess than
| 1,500 more, that could be eslled into the ficld
| within a few houre’ notice, 1t is & boast heard
| on all hands that in #he eveut of an extreme
4 emergency the entire male population of Charles-
| ton capable of bearing arme, and some portion of
l the female alss, would rush to the scene of con-
flict without regard to consequences, My observa-
tion teachee me that there s a goed deal of
ground fer the boast. -

The Kebel leaders assert that they bave twelve
pointe from which the attack on Fort Sumter
will be apened, although, after a tolerably elose
inspection, Fanuot count so many. The light-house
avd most of the other batteries on Morris Inland,
except the ove at Cumming’s Point, will be of
but little serviee in the siege, their distanee from
| the Fert being too grest. They are mainly
servieesble in defending the mouth of the barbor.
As I bave before stated, the battery at Cun-
ming's Point will prove” the uglieet eustomer to

“ort Sumter, more, however, from the fact that
it ie located so s to bear direetly on the weak
point of the Fort, than from any remarkable
peculiarities of its own. There is no disguinig
the fact, however, thatit is a formidable fortress,
the work of nearly a thousand men for a month.
In providing agaivst the heavy guos brought to
bear on it from Fort Sumter, a largs quantity of
! railroad iron has been used, besidea cotton bales,
| Palmetto logs, and mountaine of saud, The

Rebels are persusdiog themselves that this work
| has becn constructed 5o as to be secure from the
| shots that Sumter will pour into or against it

The distance is throe-fourths of a mile,

Although it secms to be cxpected now that
the Southern Confederacy will assume contrul of
| the question, if 1 were to judge from the move-
ments which 1 see on all bands, and from what
I bear spoken from sl moutks, T should say
that everybody cxpected the attack which hus
been o long contemplated would soon be made.

It is only the supposition now current that the

confederated authorities will have anotber policy,

that has given rise to the idea; the siegoe will be
| eontinued in po wanner different from what it
has been kept up for upward of a month. If
there is to be a change of policy, sud the sicge
abandoned, there certainly is po oulward ev-
idence of it. The reverse is the fact, Nor is it
entirely certain, as I have befure remarked, that
should the command to abandon the siege, or
rather to stay more active operations, be given,
| it would be obeyed by the South Caroliniams en-
camped around Fort Bumber, 1 thiok it admits
of much doubt whetber they would yield assent
to a policy so utterly at variasce with their
1 every idea and impulse. 1 may not be able to
give & reason, satisfactery even to myrelf, nev.
ertheless 1 am unable to relinguieh the belief
that Fort Sumter will be attacked after the
manner of the formidable preparations of the
rebels. It moay be postponed some days, poesi-
bly even till Lincoln has been insugurated, and

a demand for its surrender made of his Admin.
itration by the Confederated suthorities, though
it is the well-known policy of Carolina to make
the attack at the earlicst day possible after they
are ready; for they believe that the poliey of the
incoming Administration will be vigorous and
poeitive, not only in defense of the fort, but to
regain possession of those now in the hands of the
rebels,

The impression has obtained bere within the
last few days—since the returv of Col, Hayne—
that it is the policy at Washiogton, inspired by
Gen. Bcott and Becretary Huolt, to concentrate
reénforcements, in ships of war and other trans-
port vessels, at some favorable point—probably
Hampton Roade—to leave for Charleston on the
iustant that it is known that the siege bas been
commenced, It seems to be understood that,
while the Government will do nothisg to produce
eollision, even by undertsking to reénforce Major
Anderson, there will not be a single moment's
longer forbearance after the rebels have opened
on Fort Sumter. Therelore it is believed, and
spparently on good authority, that reénforce-
ments will be introduced the earliest moment
possible after Carolina shall bave fired her first
gun on the Fort, and that, too, with an array
of strength that will render improbable the repe-
tition of the Star of the West sham,

The scheme doubtleis embraces s full realiza-
tion of the difficulties and hazards that must
attend its execution., It must be known to the
Government that no ship can enter Charléston
Harbor without encountering the fire from
several batteries located on both wsides of the
barbor, It would seem that the expedition
should be prepared to engnge thore batteries
with heavily-armed vessels of light draft, 1t is
entirely eertain  that the BStar of the West
reached within from three to five minutes of
Fort Bumter, and then occupied nearly thal
length of tiwe in turnivg and backivg out, all of
which time she was under the fire of the Light-
House Battery, Dy einking vessels in the old

wacation of the seats of the members of the Se-
Our Constitution does not eoutemplate or.
The Treasury is ashore hard and fast. It has

ship chaopel, the rebels intended to prevent a
repetition of the undertaking through that chan-
nel, and compel the entrance of all ships by the
Maffit's chaunel, which is guarded by several
batteriea on Sullivan’s Idand. An entrance
through that ehannel would, therefore, be attended

eeding M’i. It is just as much as can be done

.:. with the small remainders of Beeessionista
treason in the Government, and is

shielded against it. e L

:m market money. The money-lenders talk

fools, in seyivg the Government must com.

by many more sdverse shances than by the
ehannel taken by the Btar of.the West. I am

part of the rebels to relinguish the control of the

quite firm in the belief that that channel is now
open aa it was then, for I am inclined to eredit
the report that the sunken vessels have been
wanshed ont, lenving the channel even better than
it was befere, The Goverument should be able
to know for a certainty, for it is a point of prime
impertance in the matter of reénforcing Fort
Bumter,

The reassembling of the Convention will prob-
ably take place within the next two wecks, the
action of the Montgomery Congress having made
it pecessary,

The work on the floating battery goes forward
as rapidly as possible. I do mot relinguish my
doubts as to ite practicability; and, judging from
remarks 1 occasionally hear dropped, some doubta
exist on the subject among ¥he rebels themeelves.

The Mercury this morning enters its ** protest”
to the doivgs of the Momtgomery meeting gen-
erally, but more especially for adopting the Fed-
eral Constitution and laws—and therefore the
tarif and anti-slave-trade laws, I bave from the
first insisted that with South Carelwa the dar-
ling idea of this rebellion was the slave-trade.
We have the fact now cropping out at all peinta.
1 desire to call sttention to a single paragraph

of The Merewry's article, which I quote:

“ W deem it also urfortunate and mal apropos that the stigma
of Megitia ney and llegality should be pleced upon the iustl:
tution of Blavery by s fundamental law sgeinst she elase trada
Lo our opinten  ds’s matter of policy, and not of priuciple, to be

veided now aud hereafter, from sound views of the npeces
sitien and safoly of our peoples. We think it s proper wtarﬂ
of leghlation.  We we wliing to proLibit it b{ gl
enactment Hhe any other tople of legldstion. But wlile
Eogland lsports her thonsands of Coulis shaves, and
France bers, under the farcical sppellation of
teew'—while they are  striving H these aneans Lo com-
pete with us and supessedo us, in prodoeing the troploal predue-
tions of slave lebar—while we Lave within our reach s lasge
scope of fertile territory nncaltivated ln Lexes, and may bave
long the silver wmiues of Arigona, and the terming States of
Meuzleo, to papulate sod reduce Lo agricaltoral productd
it seamnto us shortrighted, weak sod sentlmental to preclude
forever, by fundamental enactment, the adoption of & policy that

f apyren-

2iey B {al 40 vur Sprprop gowtheod expension,
and to our ful petiuon with the hypecritleal noth
of Burope.™

Defeated in her darling idea, Becession, revo-
lution, and rebellion will soon eeass to have any
charme in the eyes of the fire-eaters, particulsrly
should the Jeff. Davis dynasty veto the attack on
Fort Sumter. Indeed, we begin to feel our-
selves quite ont of the ring bere.  On this par-

tieular point The Cowrier makes the following
demand :
** South Carolins bedog fully rod, and her ritieans belig

st bo make guod the dewnastd tor the surrender of Fort Bomier.
Cengress will, we trust, soo the uncessity of prom
regard 1o the p fou of that fmp f

Lrwops are ready to wove in so'id phaians when the word march
shall be given, The posttion (hat South Caroling bas taben, ron.
ders It nocessary that bm weasure s be ol for the sa-
k:;:‘f_-'unﬂou. by ber cltiscus, of sl the fortineativus du ber

A vumber of huge mortars, shipped from Rich-
mond, have arrived within the last few dayn.
They are destined for the Bullivan's Tsland bat-
tery. s Ammunition in large quantities is trans-
ported to the various fortressee, all within pietol-
shot of Fort Sumter.

It in wow well understood that the officers
and others among the Rebels who have bad sc-
tual military experience bave little or no faith in
the projected attack on Fort Bumter. They de
clare that in no light ean it be justified by any
kuown rules of warfare or military sclence,
Even if the fort should finally be captured, the cost
of life would be wholly disproportioned to the value
of the scquimtion., The attack, if made, will
prove a wmurderous folly,

———

FROM GEORGIA.

———— —

A LOOKING-FOR OF JUDGMENT,

From Our Bpscial Correapendent
Bavaxyan, Feb. 7, 1860,

The Montgomery Convention, has, as yet, done

suspense of the public mind, Perbaps we should
except from the firat part of our statoment the
election of Howell Cobb, ex-Secrelury of the
United States Treasury, and demolisber of the
same, 8% P'resident of the Convention. This geutle-
man, we buve heard remwarked, has ** won the love”
of his fellow ocountrymen ** by managing thai
tressury business” so well. Others remark of
him that he has & genigs for ** wire-pulling,” but
is quite undeserving of great cosfidence. The
ballanee of the sccvnut we cheerfully leave pos.
terity to strike. ** A tub to this whale,” the
convention han evidently thought best to throw;
whether the act is also a gentle intimation that
the higher honors are reserved for those who
have shrank instmetively frem breach of trust
even as 8 revolutionary measure, the future may
tell ue. But as we have said, the suspense of
the public mind remaine unsatisfied, and it s
growing painful, especially to all business men.
Business cannot prosper, or even progress in
such an unsettled state of affwirs,  President
Buechanan, by his vaseilating course, ban only sue-
cceded in convineing all parties that he bas
peither the perve nor the ability for the erisis;
and that it is his iotention to simply postpooe
emergencies till ke can shuffle out of the respon.
sibilities of his office. This leaves the future to
the decision of & President as yet uotried, and,
in this section, comparatively unkoown, The
general impreesion however, is that the Jack-
sonisn qualities found so effectusl in the erisis
of a formggr time, are possessed in  good
degree by Mr. Lincoln, While this leads confir-
mation to the hope that his installation into
office will at onee put an end to the present un.
certaintien, it also serves to deepen the serious-
pess with which all clasees are beginning to re-
gard the probability of civil war, The adberance
of the Federal Government to ita sworn dutios,
oblivious of the changes which the Bouth assumes
to have taken place, will evidently seriously in-
terfere with the prosperity of the Bouthern
people. They are, therefore, now reminded by
their leaders of the necessity of devoting their
coming year's labor to the production of the
necessaries of life, at the expense of the cotton
erop. To one cognizant of the real condition of
the Bouthern country, the advice secms very ap-
propriate. ** A erop and a hall will be necessary
to carry us through to avother year.” This is
true in Georgia, which ean easily vaive all, und
does raise the principal part of her corn and
pork. Yet she too must sacrifice on her cotton
crop the coming year to satisly the manine maw
of Becession. HHow much greater must be the
derangement of business in Alabama, Mississippi,
and Louisiana, accustomed to rely almost execlu-
gively upon the products of the North-West 1

The Convention, then, is looked to with apxi-
ety to provide some effective scheme of Union,
some feanible plans for the common defense and
welfare. Verily, are they not launched upon o
ses of troublea ! Who so wise us to foreses the
fulure; who so prudent as to prepare for it;
who so all-powerful as to fuse the discordant el-
cments, and to wield their composed power ef-
fectively 1 Unfortunately, the new Confederacy
cannot avoid the ouus of rebellion, and of
offensive measures  against “ the old Fede-
ral Govérnment” as the National Government
in irreverently termed, probably from the faet of
ita having fallen into the hands of an O. P. F,,
rother than because of jts Naving resshed the

Pt aetion with |
] Uur

Seriptural limit of three-score and ten. How-
ever pleasant snd glorious it may be for the
father of a family to stand wp in a great pas
sion and swesr by all the gods that he will de-
fend bis '  home, his altar, and his fireside,”
to the last drop of his blood, it Becomes slightly
ridiculona to strike the *‘defemsive” attitude
around said home, altar, snd fireside, when not
the slightest prospect opens for the appearance
of the said enemy. When, on the contrary,
Unele Samuel, about to be ousted from his fa-
vorite seats, demurs to wech dispossession, snd
remarks, in some beat, that ' by the etermal,”
be will defend his home, Ais altar, and his fire
wde, somehow the tables seem to be turned
around all at once, and an involantary respect,
28 well as fear, arise to stay the improus band
of violence, All pensible aud sober-minded men,
here as well as elsewhere, desire to avoid blood-
shod. They desire also to escape the responni-
bility of occasdoming it. But how ean that be
effected ! Ferta SBumter and Pickena are the
eenters about which gather the destinies of the
future, ‘That blood is soon to flow there, seems
not unlkely, Those who would fain prevent it,
way not have the power to do so in certain pe-
riods of excitement likely to soon arise. The
Provisional Government of the South, if one is
formed, ean do pothing to escape the respunsi-
bility of attack upon the National Government.
If it permits, or promotes the mssault of United
States forts, it is equally responsible for the
opening of tressousble war. With the dawning
of this consciousness of o really offensive and re-
bullious attitude, begina to disappear all that bosh
about **coercion;"” and the fuming passion of &
man preparing to rewist oppression, is forced to
give way to the serious consideration of conse-
quences for which no one is responsible but him-
sclf,

Such, then, is the anxious and troubled aspect
of Bouthern affasira. The first jubilant frenzy of
Scceasion abated, leaves a dreary consciousness
of the deep incertitude banging over the future,
Even those who sugur peacesble separation from
the Nurth express but little bope of union at
home. Peace with the North in fact dissolves
the only real boud of union among the seceding
Stales. Seceders themselves say, ** The Confed-
eracy will not laet ten years.” This want of
faith m the permanence of a econdition which
they seemed so anxious to secure, arises in part,
perhaps mostly, from their knowledge of the pas-
sionate, impatient and selfwi'led character of
their politicians, T was in hopes,” says ove,
** that these old politicans would have been left
out of the Convention allogether.” Yet they are
all there. And they bave a right to be. The
people allowed these men to mislead them imto
their present quagmire; theira should be the effort
and the responsibility of rescuing their vietime,

nothing to satiafy either the ecuriomty or tbel

Ehould their efforts prove unavailing, as most as-
suredly they will; should they prove unable to
show the occasion for the ills the future has sure-
Iy in atore, and to provide a better condition of
things than the much-abused past has offered,
then the reflux of this popular wave is not far off,
which will overwhelm them past resurrection.

There in & considerable number of foolish and
rum-inspired men who desire war, who would
weloome bloodshed, and who for a time would
rivt in the borrors which peaceable men shrink
from. But the mass of the Bouthern people, as
of all others, bave ens dominant desire, and that
in for peacs, They are willing to let well enough
alose, They bave no desire to reslies the condi-
tion of that simpletou who haviog dosed himselt
with druge, raflcatad upon his fully in this wise:
] was well; withed to be better—and here
am L."”

SEIZING THE SHIPE—LYNCIHING AN EN-
GLISHMAN.,
From Our Bpecial Correepondent.
Bavaxyan, Feb, 0, 1861,
Two excitiog events have recently transpired
in this city, of which you will have heard ere

York vessels, by way of reprisal, despite the
general approval, occaxions a very geueral angie-
ty for the result. It wmay occarion counter-
seizures in New-York, It must, at all events,

of commeree, and thus to subserve very effectu-
ally the purpose of a sell.blockading measure. It
would seem, indeed, that the seizure at New-
York can be legally justified ouly as 8 Federal
act; that the iuterference of the State or local

olutionary character of the times, snd by the
misernble inefficiency of the General Government,
Nevertheless, the present demoucment indisates in
advance what the future has in store sooner or
luter. ‘To this complexion the strife must come
at last; the uolawful and unconstitutional
meawures  of the seceding Btates must be
amented to in  tote, or resisted with
all the power of the Federal Government,
Bueh events as these, therefore, only serve to
hasten the erisis, and to prepare men's minds for
it. And it is probably true that the Bouthern
people have been allowed so long to drift down
the eurrent of Becession without resistance, al-
most without remonstrance, on the part of the
Gieneral Governwent, thut their act has eome to
be rogurded by them as a foregone conclusion;
they see no way of return now; they caii recog-
nize but one course open for them, and that is
out into the open, unknown sea, They have
grown, indeed, really contemptuous of the Gov-
erpment which has demurred so little to their
violence. The cautious and respectful regard for
exiting laws which once prevailed is now the
subject of mockery and scorn.  Unele Sam is de-
throned, Yankee Doodle is dead, The souvenirs
of the past are trampled under foot. Such ia the
state of things in the hot-beds of Becession.
Success has made men contumacious of all past
restraints. The leaders have grown bold in their
past vecurity, They now feel sbrong in the dis.
armament of the Federal Government which
they have, with its own active coliperation,
succeeded in  effecting.  They feel assured
in the Union which they believe they have
made pecessary among the Southern Btates, and
the Southern people; but they teel doubly assured
in the disunion and division of fecling and pur-
poss which they believe to prevail at the North,

From the beginning it was evident to all but the

ing but encourngement to the proposed secession
of the Gulf States; that the surety of eonflict
with the Federal Government was the only thing
which could restrain them by brioging out the
vote sgainst Secession whioh bas now remained
unexpressed, or has been gradually swept away
by the imbecile weskuess of the Executive at
Washington. The process of Becession las hith-
erto been umdisturbed except by ita own inevita-

ble bome eflects, and even these are nol yel ap-

have the effect to increase the present tumidity |

autboritiea cannot be excused unleas by the rov- |

willfully blind that ** compromives " offered noth-

large have no realization of the ehange. In fact
it way be said that a very large portion of the
people of the Bouth ave essentially, if not abso.
lutely, ignorant of the importunt events of the
last four months, In these sparse settiementa,
news travels @dewly, It is in cities, festering with |
cerruption, end debased by intoxication, that |
political as well as other fevers bave their sud- i
den rive, their extravagant progress, and their |
deplorable results, Here the mob, to whose pas- |
sions politiciana play the pander, now and then |
take it into their heads to lead their leaders, and
to put a period to their extravagance by some
act of overgrown insoleuce aud presumption,
from which even the most unserupulous shrink.
SBuch is now the case in Savannsh. All through
the past Bummer and Fall, the political associa-
tione, seeret and others, have been hotbeds of
violence. One of these was the ‘* Rattlesnake
Club,” a secret association in the interest of
Bocession. Under the pretense of protecting the
peaes of the city from incendiaries and slave in-
surrections, such sssociations as this have taken
upon them to orush all freedom of speech, o
empty the vials of drunken wrath upon whomso-
ever aroused suspicion of the least affiliation with
Republicanism, or upon any whom public or pri-
vate prejudice saw fit to denounce as fit subjects
_for their atjentions. It may be that these organ-
izations included many persons of respectability,
and of good intentions, But, as usually results
with secret societies founded upon prejudice and
passion, the control of them speedily passed into
the bands of the most unprincipled aod violent,
Their course before election was such as to
prompt the remonstrance and resistance of the
city anthorities; for mo one could help seeing
that, if things went en thus, the end would be
that no citizen, however worthy, could have the
least security againet outrage. Recently this
ruffian spirit has culminated in an act which, it
may be hoped, will put an end to such associa-

trivial cause, haviug aroused the passions or
prejudice of some member or members of the
*‘ Rastlesnake Club,” bhas been recently seized
upon, whipped, tarred and feathered, snd bru-
tally maltreated. The news of the act eame like
a thupder-clap upon the city. It is plain to
every one who knows the wspirit of the Eaglish
vation that they would rise as one man to re. |
sont and summarily punish st any cost such
an outrage upon one of their citizens, Even for
an offonse against the laws of the Btate, the
English people would insist upon the application
of legal punishment and no other. But for an
unauthorized aud unmitigated outrage upon the
rights and person of a British subject, the En-
glish nation would not hesitate & moment to de-
clare snd wage war to the bitter end, unless
reparation were made. In this case the British
Consul instantly offered a reward of &1,000 for
the conviction of the guilty parties, The Gov-
ernor follows with an Executive offer of the
same amount; and the City Government followed
suit. So much to appease the wrath of the Drit-
wh Lion! The refloction eannot fail to be sug-
gested to every mind, that it is full time that
the United Btates Governmeot had mauifested a
similar sepso of its obligations to ite citizene,
Truly, for the past decade, it has utterly dis-
owned all it responsibilities of this eort in the
Southern Btates. Had it recognized them sooner,
aud shown itsell to be really and truly a Gos-
eroment, it would not now be thrown off and
discardea wisd such coutempt by the Southern
people themselves,

To be sure, the Bonthern Btate Governments

tions altogether. An English eaptain, for some |

themeelves have been equally regardless of the

righta of their own citizens, They have allowed |
the mob spirit to bave its way in all cases of |
partiean prejudice and passion: and it is ooy I
when this spirit tbreatens to culminate in utter {
aoarchy, or to bring down the vengeance of ene |
| of the real ** powers of the earth,” that South. |
ern suthorities awaken to a sense of duty, This |

[ orn society—ils want of reapect for the law. This |

| will skow iteelfl yet more plainly in the future of |

the South, if it become n purely slaveholdiog con- |
federscy, The more complex the relations of a |
society, the greater its need of law. Sumplify
the structure of Bouthern society to that of a |
mere slaveholding agricultural community, and the l
law of private redress for wrongs, and private |
‘ vengeance for injuriea, gradually and completely I
supplunts the arm of constituted authorities,
Compare the present state of Bouthern santiment |
on this subject of law, with the public sentiment |
of England with ita picely arrunged network of
interests, sod the contrast is very great indeed.
In the one case, it way be said that the public
voice demands the rigid execution of the laws for
the sake of the community, at whatever expense
to the individual; while in the other, the public
sentiment approves the exercise of sudden pas-
sion and revenge om the part of the in
dividual at whatever expense to the public
security or well-being. In the one society, the
humblest individual feels assured agaiust personal
violence by the broad shield which the law holds
over him; in the other, protection is sought in
one's self, or in social connections—in reputation
for courage, or in ** popularity.” However much
this necessary dependence upon self for protec-
tion may tend to promote respectful and concilia-
tory intercourse in Southern society, it as evi-
dently tends to educate the people to disrespect
for law, and to develop in them premsturely and
excessively the passions of pride and revenge,
Disunion will serve to aggravate all this; for in-
tercourse with the Norta, with its diversity of
intereets protected by law, as well as its neces-
sary contact with s public sentiment more
reverent of publie authority, has tended to mod-
erate and .restrain the natural tendencies of
Southern society, May it not safely be predicted
that the same causes which have made Northern
intercourse distasteful to the South will contiue
to operate till they have alienated them from the
whole world? The same super-seusitiveness to
difference of opinion on the subject of Slavery
whieh forces every Northern man dealing with
|lhe South to play the hypoerite or submit to

violence will have to encounter in the Eoglish
people a far more unyielding and uncompromising
sentiment of opposition. To play the tyrsnt over
English free thought snd free speech is already
recognized as not quite so pleasant and safe an
| undertaking as bas been that of violuting the
I pluinest ubligations of the Constitution of ** the
late United Btates of America.”

The heavy rains of the past month bave not
served to feed the military passion of the ** de-
fenders of the Bouth,” Fevers and influenzas
have afllicted the ocoupauts of our forts to a
considerable degree. The Jackson Artillery sent
from Macon to Bt. Bimon's Island, on rumer of

s fillibusteriog expedition proposed by Joha

Brown, Jr., and James Redpath, must have had
8 pleasant time with

wheelbarrows, the
Pulaski, the volunteers
*defense of their country
8 very forbidding aspect st first

them, also, in the shape of spades
barrows—important suxiliaries in the art of forti-
fication. It did not eome in the shape of luxuri-
ous fare and downy couches, but m fare * too
poor for niggers,” One or two revolted from
the ‘* digging in the ground,” and were accom-
mods!od with imprisoument instesd. Sore and
blistered haods rapidly increased, till at last the
* everlasting nigger ” bad to be * brought in "
sgain. The Southern soldiery came to fight, not
to work; and, if it could be managed wo, on-
veniently, they would like very well to be ali
officers, and to bave their own way,

FROM MARYLAND.

A PEEP IN UPON THE UNION-SAVING
CONGRESS,
From Our Own Correspondant.
BavTimore, Feb, 13, 1863,

I ran over to the Federal capital yesterday
to see how the Union-Saving Congress was get-
ting on, and to take s band, if possible, in ihd
patriotic work of assuaging the grief of our op-
ponents, who find it so difficult a task te keep
themselves from earrying the Border Slave Stales
into the gulf of perdition, simply becauss Lincols
and Hamlin Lave beaten them; for this is the
real cause of discontent, gloss it over as you
may, with all the palaver about Bouthern rightm,
&c. DBesides, there are some baker's dozen of
old and valued friends in that Congress, all of
them Ex's, and I wanted te shake them by the
bands onge more this side of the grave,

It was & May day of the first water, and every
body seemed satisfied with each other, I mean,
every body who bad not beea bitten by the Pal-
metto Rattlesoake; and even many of them were
rapidly convalexing, and aetaally had s smile for
their pitying neighbors and former friends. The
very atmosphers seemed to be buoyant with fidel
ity to the Federal Government, and the soldiers,
ususlly ro distastefol to Americans, actually im-
parted a sense of security such as we never used
to realize. They were there to defend the capital
from traitors, and people fraternized with them
with great unction.

Of course, secreey is the order of the day in
the Amateur Congress, and so 1 eould not gek at
any facta from that souree; but somehow or
other, outsiders were not ignorant of what was
going on ipside, and the various planes of adjust-
ment were freely discussed among the knowing
anea,

The result of my observations may be summed
up in & few words. The elections in Virgiois
and Tenncesee bave cooled the ardor of the Com-
prowisers down to freezing point, Fahreuheit, and
the prospect was, last evening, that no seriows
effort would bg made to arrest the progress of
the natursl eurrent that is rapidly drifting us to-
ward and past the 4th of March. The attempt
of the six rebellions States 0 dam up that cur-
rent has resulted so disastrously to the Canutes
engaged in it, that I found very little disposition
to try it in the Border Siave States. As one
said to me, yesterday, the attempt to stop the
onward course of the United Btates Government,
ia very much like trying to stop the downward
current of the Father of Waters with a shiogle !

A Virgima Uelegate, about whose patriotism
and love of the Government ne one would doubt,
if I could repeat bin name, expressed himusell to
we perfectly ready to accept the result of last
Novamber's election as the law of the land, and
to obey it cheerfully, nay, te lend & hearty sup-
port to Mr. Liuecoln, bolding him responsible for
the execution of his office; but the difficulty be
bad was to get the notion out of the heads of
the people of Virginia that the Republicans in-
tended to interfere with Slavery in the States,

this can reach you. The seizure of the New. | i i/ deed, the great charscteristic fault of South. | ' AD error sowed broadeast by your own ora-

tors and presses,” ** True,” said he. ** Will not
the unanimous vote of the House, indorsing Mr,
Shermun’s resolution, or rather the plank in the
Cbicago platiorm, that neither the Federal Gov-
ernment nor the States, nor the people of the
States, bave a right to do any such fhing, tend
to open the eyes of the people of Virginia on this
subjeet 1 ** I think so," said he.

The efforts on the part of certain of the Com-
prowmisers, who sre fighting the battle for the
Secedant States, to keep up the flame of exeite-
ment, are evidently losing effect. Every day that

| abridges the gulf between now and the 4th of

Mareh, tends to put out the Secession fire, The
course of the Montgomery cabal, itself tends
to the same result, for there is no longer any
danger from an attack upon Forts SBumter and
Pickens, ** Tennessee has dove for us,” said o
fire-eater to-day. * And Maryland will doubly
do for you," I replied, **if Gov. Hicks will give
the peuple a chanee to vote on the question.”
“ You are right,” said he despondently. * North
Carolina’s veice will seal the fate of Becession,
beyond the bope of resurrection, in my judg-
ment,” I remarked, ** Not a doubt of is,” said
my interlocutor, who, ten days ago, wanted k0
fight me for opposing him,

Gov. Hicke, whose firmness prevented our fil-
libusters from precipitating the State of Mary-
land into the foulish expense incident upon eall-
ing the Legislature together, and barrassing our
people with the question of a Counvention, I am
sorry to say, is giving out in Washington, that
unless a Compromise is speedily effected, be can-
pot hold out much lovger, but must yield fo the
clamor of Ex-Gov. Lowe & Co. Now Gov.
Hicks knows perfectly well, that the people of
Maryland will vote down any eall for a Conven-
tion, intended to disturb our existing relations to
the Federal Guvernment, seven to two, at least,
if not vise to one. It was this knowledge of
the temper of Maryland, that justified him ia re-
fusing to assemble the Legisiature at all. And
he knows, too, that he is uot goivg to call that
body together, for the simple reason, that it will
speedily terminate his official life, by an impeach-
ment!

This threat, or rather intimation, will bave 0o
effect upen the deliberations of the Counference,
because they are just as correctly advised of the
true state of thiogs in Marylaud as the Gevernor
is. Aud s0, 100, the threat that Vingisia will
seceds unless 8 Cowmpromise is effected, will be
treated by the Conference as 8 _iﬂm'f“""h

Ex-Member of Congreat Ricaud heada the
Union wen of Kent Coouty, 80d declares fw
Union under all ciroumstances, but will be

y ise that shall give us mew
fied with & Compromise of this eily,



